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Teachers

The number of teachers in arts and science 
colleges in the State in 2018-19 was 10,145, 
out of whom 56.6 per cent constitutes women. 
University-wise number of teachers in arts and 
science colleges from 2014-15 to 2018-19 is 
given in Appendix 6.1.35. 3,605 (35.9 per cent) 
teachers in arts and science colleges in the State 
have Ph.D degree. Details are given in Appendix 
6.1.36. A total of 2,933 Guest Lecturers were 
working in arts and science colleges of the State 
in 2019. Details are given in Appendix. 6.1.37.

Kerala State Higher Education Council

By recognizing the importance of State-level 
planning and co-ordination for the effective 
implementation of national level policies 
in higher education, the National Policy on 
Education, 1986 suggested that State Council of 
Higher Education should be set up in all States. 
Accordingly, the Government of Kerala setup a 
Higher Education Commission in 2006 under 
the chairmanship of Dr. K N Panikkar for making 
recommendations for constituting a Higher 
Education Council and Kerala State Higher 
Education Council came into existence on March 

Box 6.1.4 State Assessment and Accreditation Centre (SAAC)

State Assessment and Accreditation Centre (SAAC) of Kerala has been formed under the aegis of Higher 
Education Council, invoking sub section 2- n (iv) of section 4 of the Kerala State Higher Education Council 
Act,2007, subsequently modified by the Kerala State Higher Education Council  (Amendment) Act,2018. 
The major functions of SAAC are:

• Assess and assign State level accreditation and grades to universities, government and aided 
colleges, autonomous colleges and self-financing colleges of Kerala, objectively and transparently, 
using a set of global, national and State specific parameters.

• Rank the higher education institutions of the State, employing metrics of Kerala Institutional 
Ranking Framework.

• Enhance and ensure the readiness of the higher education institutions of the State to go for NAAC 
accreditation and grading.

• Impart training and guidance to undergo for national level accreditation.
• Sensitize the universities and colleges about the changes taking place internationally and to bring 

in complete harmony with the shifting paradigms across the world.
• Apply State specific parameters evolved from concepts like equity, social inclusiveness, and 

community/development linkage for measuring academic excellence.
• Instill higher education policies and Plans of the State to the institution network and academic 

community. 

SAAC- Vision Statement: To stimulate and promote the horizontal and sustainable development of 
all higher education institutions of Kerala by employing transparent and methodical measuring means 
having global, national, State level, regional and local bearing, with prime focus on quality, excellence, 
competency, adaptability, inclusiveness and social/development linkage.

Mode of Assessment Proposed for SAAC: SAAC proposes to adopt a multi-level, integrated 
approach in assessing institutions. Once the assessment process is over, an institution will be 
awarded three fold points/grades and a specific rank in State Institution Ranking Frame Work.

Source: Kerala Higher Education Council
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Box 6.1.5 Pattanam Archaeological Research

Pattanam archaeological site (N. Lat. 10°09.434’; E. Long. 76°12.587’) is located in the Vadakkekara 
village of Paravur Taluk, about 25 km north of Kochi in the Ernakulam District of Kerala, India. This 
is a coastal site located in the delta of the Periyar River and is now about 4 km from the Arabian Sea 
coast. The KCHR undertook nine seasons of excavations at the site of Pattanam from 2007to 2015. 
The nine seasons of excavations have unearthed a large volume and an array of artefacts belonging 
to different cultures and cultural periods. The site yielded evidences of contact with different parts 
of the Indian Ocean littoral and the subcontinent, in the form of ceramic classes (including sherds of 
amphorae, Turquoise Glazed Pottery, Torpedo Jars, Indian Rouletted Ware and Black and Red Ware)  
, botanical evidence and other artefacts such as semi-precious stone beads. The site also yielded 
remains of built structures, a canoe, storage jars, ring wells and toilet features. The chronology 
of the Pattanam site starts from circa 500 BCE. The Early Historic period (3rd century BCE to 5th 
century BCE) seems to be the most active phase of the site. The site gives important insights into the 
past of the region during this period, where evidences of the kind has been absent till date. 

With the nine seasons of excavations a major phase of the work there is complete. And interim 
reports have been published. Currently, the KCHR is focusing on the post-excavation studies at 
Pattanam by supporting and conducting such studies. KCHR has a fully functional office and an 
exhibition space of the artefacts unearthed at Pattanam which is frequented by visitors. Under the 
aegis of this project KCHR has initiated steps to develop a research campus at the archaeological 
site of Pattanam with the support of the Muziris Heritage Project. The research campus will have an 
interpretation centre, artefact depository and research, laboratory and library facilities for scholars. 
The KCHR also initiated steps to start new short courses like Epigraphy at this campus.

Source: KCHR

16, 2007. The Council is the principal higher 
education policy input provider of the State 
and it strives to bring about equity, access and 
excellence in higher education sector. The major 
responsibilities of the Council are:

• Act as an agency for formulating higher 
education policies of the State.

• Render advice to the government, 
universities and other institutions of 
higher education in the State.

• Co-ordinate the activities of various 
agencies of higher education in the State.

• Initiate new concepts and programmes in 
higher education.

• Provide common facilities in higher 
education without impinging upon the 
autonomy of other institutions of higher 
education.

The major activities and achievements of the 
Council over the periods can be summed up as:

• Restructuring of Under Graduate 
Education (Introduction of Choice Based 
Credit and Semester System)

• Implementation of Higher Education 
Scholarship Scheme for the meritorious 
students in Arts and Science Colleges

• Implementation of Cluster of Colleges 
Scheme

• Implementation of Erudite Scheme 
(Scheme formulated to arrange 
opportunity to the students and teachers 
of the State to interact with internationally 
renowned academicians and Nobel 
Laureates)

• Publication of the journal, Higher Education 
for the Future.

• Preparation and submission of reports 
on various issues pertaining to higher 
education sector.


